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Abstract

This research  aims at shedding light on the  defined strategic tasks handled by the youth movement in occupied Palestine between 2007-2013. The political  and geographical division  between Fatah and Hamas happened in the summer of 2007 paralyzing the overall social and political institutions in the country with farther reaching implications for the social movements and the civil society in general. The ongoing battle with the Israeli occupation and the internal Palestinian skirmishes and political cracks pushed the youth movement to reshuffle and reschedule its priorities along three demarcated zones of intervention in the Palestinian life: student democracy in the universities, initiations for political reconciliation and participation in the daily routine activities of the popular resistance. 
Activating student democracy in the Palestinian universities is one viable option for the student movement, as a social movement, to guarantee full participation of all student blocs and factions in the annual elections for the student council. This research further covers the intellectual and  empirical endeavors exerted by the youth movement to bring internal political and social reconciliation.
 In other related context , one can say that the lack of political achievements of the second militarized intifada has actually motivated the youth movement to redefine its national agenda according to popular resistance means, using peaceful offensive, defensive, symbolic and accumulative means of resisting the occupation. At a methodological level,  this research is going to benefit heavily from the empirical data collected by the researchers from student activists and popular resistance field workers.

Introduction:

The vital role of youth in community development has been officially recognized by the United Nations in the general assembly resolution 2037 that stated clearly the importance of this role in all aspects and fields of human development. It also indicated that  youth will lead the future of humanity in the new century.

Today, Palestinian youth makes up about 27% of the Palestinian society and is estimated to increase in the near future based on recent demographic trends- youth here referring to Palestinian citizens between the ages of 15-29. As a result of the Palestinian reality caused by the outcomes of both the Israeli occupation and the Palestinian internal division, Palestinian youths live in an environment of suppression, violence and poverty. Despite these circumstances, Palestinian youth presents a sense of motivation, flexibility and drive that is truly inspirational. As history shows, Palestinian youth are leaders in radical change in the Palestinian society from the early years of the Palestinian cause to present day.
Youth involvement in society is the essential to youth development. There are endless concepts and definitions of the youth participation and goals. One way to define participation is the mean by which young people learn skills and attitudes that enable them to work in a democratic state. Clearly, Palestinian youth are probably the world's most politicized youth due to the fact that each political party or faction has a youth organization in addition to student council elections being followed up by these factions. This is due to the importance of youth's influence on their surrounding community.
In this research, we  mention in general the influence of the Palestinian youth's role under the current difficult conditions of the Israeli occupation , focusing in particular on their political influence . one main focus in this research revolves around the role of Palestinian student movement in Palestinian universities, stating also some of the movement's goals and strategies of work and action. 

Brief history of student movement:
After the establishment of the General Union of Palestine Students (GUPS) in November, 1959, Palestinian student leagues were activated and the circle of its activities had been widened, especially in branches of  GUPS in Syria, Lebanon and Egypt. The Palestinian political issue and the Arab cause in general had been confronted with new strategic realities and fresh political events, particularly after the victory of  both  Nasserism in Egypt and  Baathesim in Syria and Iraq, the start of war in Yemen, and the enormous Arab loss in  June War, 1967. In spite of these hiccups, the GUPS  kept its inner bond intact and evolved a lot of its agendas and activities and drew unique  ways of communicating with Palestinian students in many corners of the Arab world. 
 Recent Palestinian history is rich in multiple differing point of views toward many fundamental political issues that sweeps through the Palestinian political theater like Geneva agreement (1974), the Palestine Liberation Organization PLO's  Ten Point program, and Oslo Agreement (1993). These developments clearly impacted the Palestinian scene through creating a lot of divisions, disputes  and conflict in visions among different political factions and forces.  Despite this, the GUPS proved that it was capable of handling and overcoming these internal conflicts and bickerings and converged them into what was convenient for Palestinian Diaspora circumstances and student conditions especially for those who study abroad
. This research  is  partially based on student deliberations and intellectual movement in Palestinian universities in occupied Palestine where a direct connection and attachment with the land and resistance of occupation clearly exits. With this being said, we strongly believe that these two twin issues of attachment with land and resisting the occupation are coherent and compact from both methodological and intellectual point of views. 
Thus through conducting this research we hope it turns to be as a model to be applied on student movement both inside and outside of Palestine and in various academic institutions. In general direct sense, we realize the political and objective conditions that prevail in inside occupied Palestine and in the surrounding Arab countries where many Palestinians live different life in content and scope. This Palestinian exceptionalism is shadowing itself not only in political domain but also in overall society functioning including  youth sector.    
By the time, the increased number of students in Palestine universities inside territories  and the continuation of oppression and occupation, results in the apparent expansion of the GUPS  to include more than 50 branches particularly in Arab countries, Eastern Europe and Western countries. Following the June War (1967) their work instilled deeper due to the painful events that swept through the Arab region especially after the loss of what remained from the Palestinian land. Also, due to Judaization  policies and brutal measures  of land confiscation on the ground, the Israeli occupation succeeded to greater extend in changing the geography and demography of the West Bank and Gaza Strip
.
After the mid seventies,  new variables and factors got into play and that consequently helped in enhancing and consolidating vibrant Palestinian student movement. The Palestinian cause entered a new phase especially after the municipality elections that occurred in the major cities of the West Bank and Gaza Strip in the year 1976. In those elections PLO- backed lists emerged victories which paved the roads for new era in the Palestinian external and domestic politics. The Likud party came to power in late 1970's  and formed the Israeli government, a political party that believes strongly in increasing land confiscating and adopting tougher ideologically oriented rightist policies towards the Palestinians in general and political settlement with them in particular 
. Another variable under consideration would be the significant increase in the number of students joining Palestinian colleges and universities and the expansion of higher  education scope. On those days many universities were established in Palestine such as Najah National university, Birzeit university in West Bank and  the Islamic university in Gaza Strip
.

Before analyzing the role that the students movement had in enhancing students life and students democracy, we would like to point out a few characteristics of the Palestinian student movement in Palestine that prevailed after mid seventies:
1- The formation of student councils in Palestinian universities rose from contradicting background with Israeli occupation, rather than from conflicts between students themselves or students and university administrations
.

2- different student blocks are in fact extension of political parties and Palestinian factions that existed outside Palestine before Oslo agreement and that is why some student council activists believe in the difficulty of making decisions concerning student affairs without interference of their party's leaders and interests. This is the reason that compels some student council leaders to question the credibility of strong student movement apart from political intervention and apart from political narrow vested interest
.

3- The student movement has been exposed to different types of political divisions and organizational stagnation after Oslo Agreement because of the rise of new contradictions. This movement has been characterized with rigidity, slogan raising and romantic thought in clear distance from the real world
.
4- The incapability of  Palestinian student movement to form an organizational structure or body  under the name of "higher youth council" or any other name so it could be able to reflect student concerns and benefits without coming directly under the pressure of heavy political atmosphere.

5- Limited female student involvement in student activities in universities which doesn’t reflect their actual number. Instead female participation took a cosmetic and formal character as per the observation of the researchers. Since the start of the seventies, female student involvement in university student councils does not exceed 11% of the council seats. The male dominated blocks have to give limited voices for female students since they are voting banks
 and since they exploit the conservative social set up that besieged the girls in general.

Student democracy:

On other levels, thousands of Palestinian students on university campuses practice youth democracy through their participation in the election of the student body council, which represents their daily and academic interests and needs. Previous research studies take up interest in the student movement, which are in fact few in numbers, came to a conclusion that the Palestinian university student councils over the years  have committed to a couple of  main tasks.
 First,  having an overall political task which is to defy the occupation, resist settlement policies and make a mature  generation of students  that have the ability to understand the obstacles and contradiction that the Palestinian issue endured in the last decades. This had a big impact to a point where the student movement was occupying front seats of defending the Palestinian cause and resenting and resisting the occupation after 1967 war. The Palestinians in general began believing that liberation of Palestine can only be done by Palestinians themselves with clear political and moral support from the Arab countries
.
Second  social and academic character with many ramifications at larger university level. This gave a hand to the Palestinian students in their academic journey. This is fulfilled through many channels including guarenteeing the appropriate conditions of teaching and learning, helping those students in need to attend university seats, providing scholarships and loans, and  by coordinating between the higher ministry of education and the university board in these issues
. 

Student blocks of different kinds try to impose themselves and promote their political and social programs, especially to the new students that join universities with no clear knowledge and background of the different existing student blocks. Just walking in any Palestinian university during the election period will show these heated political atmospheres, where flyers and brochures are handed out. These leaflets are full of promises of what  a bloc is capable of achieving if given a chance to win the election and form the student council as representative of the student voice in the universities and academic institutions
. 

During their four - year journey, students gain additional politically skills due to their volunteer participations in these student blocs such as managing election campaigns, debating political and daily issues. They  further excel in speech and show their capabilities in face to face oral and verbal confrontation. This is clear when trying to convince a student that hasn’t yet decided who to give his\her vote to. Universities in general play a major role in providing convenient conditions to breed national youth leaders and prepare the grounds for becoming future influential figures and society elites at both national as well as local levels. 

The democratic experience gained by students on campuses can enhance the overall act of democracy in  society if practiced appropriately within the different student blocs. True student democracy is considered one of the most important contributions to the enhancement of society democracy. In general, this is true especially if democratization is associated with prior preparatory conditions such as deepening the concept of mature politics, tolerance values, open political culture and pluralism whether it's, political, social, or religious and  along with regular voting and peaceful transformation of student social and political life on the campus
. 

Politicized Student movement:

 The students movements role do not only focus on finding student leaders and displaying them.  they exceed that to refining these qualities and competencies that where found during college years. In life after graduation these imminent student figures take part in leading community work, civil society organizations and in managing Palestinian author executive legislative authorities as well as security forces
.
The history of Palestinian student movement, everywhere do not differ much from the history of the factional Palestinian politics, and so when discussing the formation of Palestinian students movement we can notice two essential comments. The first remark is that the students movement, has been utilized by the political forces as a platform for debate and adopt ideologies of these forces  especially for Fatah, the popular Front and the Arab nationalists movement, and at later stage Hamas and other Islamic blocs. As for the second remark, connected with the student movement is the founding of different student blocs inside Palestine in parallel with the formation of many universities and community colleges at the end of the 1970’s and early 1980’s.
Students movement has been fused into different political parties and factions through the complete intention of these parties and factions to recruit members from this movement because of its vital role in subsiding the Palestinian national movement in Palestine and abroad as well.  In investing their work in this particular task and effort, they believe that having educated minds in their behalf will enhance resistance of Israeli occupation in a logical, conscious, effective way and legitimizing these political parties in the eyes of common Palestinians
.

It is worth noting that the student movement goals are not entirely restricted to political aims. Their other big goal is noticed in the role they play in strengthening the relationship between students themselves. This is carried out by holding different academic and social activities that enhance these internal and cross factional relationships. Another major focus is the non-political and extra curriculum activities such as supporting less fortunate students financially where the students  movements use and utilize their extensive relations with the various organizations to provide academic scholarships and student loans for those in need to ensure the continuance of their academic journey
.

 Even though the political struggle is a Palestinian priority, the recent harsh economic and national circumstances in Palestine necessitate the student movement to provide some sort of relief for those less fortunate students through activating the role of student funds. In the various conferences and workshops that the researchers have attended, pleads have been raised loudly for the need to activate the role of these certain funds. This can truly be possible if the student blocs act as one unit despite the ideological and political differences between them in building small investment projects in and off university walls and campuses where all financial returns belong entirely to student funds. In this light, the researchers would like to emphasize that in order for this task to turn into an easy reality we must have specialists in business sciences to figure out market demand and needs. We can easily involve students majoring in business and economics along with the effective participation of their supervising academics  and lecturers
.
 Student involvement, on one hand, enhances the positive relationship between the student and lecturer. On the other hand, it accelerates the chances of the success of such projects. Other benefits and gains that can be achieved from these small projects  run by the students movement itself for the students benefits are :
1-  to guarantee the fulfillment of needs of financially less fortunate students without the constant reliance on external financial help that have some sort of charity. In this context we further argue that the political and non-political duties of the students movement are simply overlap at different levels and in different tracks
.
2- to encourage investment culture in academic environment and to encourage  student bodies in universities to build such philosophy between students due to the big impact it has on the development of Palestinian economy where most of it is dependent on external financial aids and helps including their own family revenues
.

3- to increase the students loyalty to their university because they see that constructing these projects provides opportunities and opens up new windows to strengthen the relationship between academics and personals in charge. This is because this strength can be used to serve students needs in aspects like tuition fees and student activities, etc
.

4- to help introduce students to new horizons, ideas and concepts. It also provides them with a big practical field experiences gained during their university years of curricula and extra curricula activities
. 

One can say that regardless of the maturity of the various student blocs, there is still room for development in certain areas especially in the building of students' academic personality. This is very easy to apply and enhance because of the student blocs' many activities and extensive resources such as lecturers, classrooms and exposure to outside environment and other equipment that can be used to hold different activities far from politics and political environments
.

Student movement achievements are diverse and numerous. Some of them can be summarized in large headlines and in big banners. For example, installment of student fees for those in need,  lowering university fees, giving a helping hand especially for freshmen in enrolling in certain classes, engaging in negotiations with university board especially in areas that are related to student academic and financial affairs, and holding activities, contests , concerts and workshops along with other events that solidify student overall political and national culture and awareness
.

The biggest obstacle that faces the student movement today is the state of political division and fragmentation that exists between the different blocs, factionaly and ideologically especially after the 80's and 90's of the last century. Another obstacle is the ambiguous relationships between the political and nonpolitical aspects of different activities done by the student movements. The absence of clean demarcated zones between the political and non-political issues and the constant interference of the political factions can easily hinder the cause of achievement and the blocs wakening for the student movement
.
There are factors that resulted in the limitation and lack of fruitfulness for trade union activities in the Palestinian universities. The most important are the loss of leaders in the student movement due to arrest by Israeli authorities for long periods which cause leadership vacuum. This leads to the deficiency in the student body unit and the emergence of some spontaneous practices that are not in the best interest of the students academically or socially. It is worth mentioning that  some inappropriate  behaviors such as bearing weapons on the campuses and even threatening university lecturers and teachers. In addition, political extremism, the culture of insulting one another and the intervention of some students in the work of their professors and lecturers by trying to bribe them into receiving marks and other special privileges.

Factional politics dominated university student activities and their orientations come at the cost of social and other non-political work. Furthermore, university campuses have been manipulated by the biggest two main factions in Palestine (Fatah and Hamas) in the last 20 years
. One result of that is the spread of political and non-political quotas  and  minimize the work and the effectiveness of the student councils in serving the students. The domination of student blocs afflicted with Fata and Hamas shadowed the university scene by pushing other student blocs to the margin and to the periphery which negatively impacted pluralism on the campus.
Youth and national reconciliation:

The concept of political settlement and reconciliation evolved in the context of resolving conflicts between two sides or more. Theoretical literatures that tackle this conflict differ between resolving conflict through political settlement and resolving it through reconciliation
. Reconciliation is concerned  to building peace in the communities that have previously endured conflict. One could say that political resolution comes as a beginning to resolve conflict, and then it evolves into playing a crucial role in dealing with the peaceful reality after this resolution. So, resolution is related not only to institutional settlement but to the essence of the relationship between two sides or communities. A lot of researchers see reconciliation as an important requirement in the restoration of peace between two conflicting parties. They also believe that reconciliation needs a sort of continuity among leaders and elites and constant consensus among grass root organizations, institutions and social groups
. 

Reconciliation also entails  a state of forgiveness and confession between conflicting parties, and this  leads to restoration of peace. Researchers point out three elements of the definition of reconciliation. First,  reconciliation is not a fixed point and doesn’t end at a certain limit as it happens in political settlements through signing an agreement in order to end conflict. In fact, reconciliation is a state of becoming. A state that is not related to a political decision as in political settlements but to rebuilding trust that requires a sufficient amount of time and change. This trust should be elevating and emerging. Second,  reconciliation as mutual. In other words, it needs a sense of openness between parties and their readiness to sit down and exchange views in friendly informal atmosphere. Third, reconciliation produces a reality that people adapt to the minimum of what and where relationships between countries or parties or groups are the result of reconciliation.  They have to keep minimum level of direct contact and direct touch in order to smoothen human atmosphere for future dialogue and deliberations
. 

Palestinian youth tried to play a big role in ending the state of political division
 because they are the most affected group of the community at present and in the future. Their interventions differed in many ways. Some took part in the fighting and street confrontation.  Others remained neutral while the rest tried to find leverage to end political division through initiations and different activities. Technology was used and a face book page called "5th of March Youth" was set up by a group of Palestinian youth with a goal to end Palestinian –Palestinian division. During their March 2011 press conference, this group demanded Palestinian leaders of both West Bank and Gaza Strip to end the political fragmentation as fast as possible, to release all political prisoners of all parties, and to investigate all human rights violations including killing innocent people by independent commission for human rights. In addition,  strongly put pressure on both Hamas and Fatah to engage into negotiations in order to put an end to the division, rearrange the conditions of  Palestinian atmosphere, activate PLO institutions and define its strategic political goals at this stage
. 

 It is important to note that most studies, social field surveys and public polls classify Palestinian political division of 2007 as the second  source of threat and lack of security after Israeli occupation. The Division is a heated issue in conversations and arguments among youth sectors and focus groups that Sharek Youth Center deals with in West Bank. Youth in Gaza focused in their conversations on political division leaving aside poor living conditions, the occupation and its negative influences. One youth  activist commented on youth role in national reconciliation by stressing that different youth groups resisting back this division is the fundamental step in moving wider audiences in, with the strong believe that significant change start with small steps
.

A  poll conducted by Sharek Youth Forum in 2011 showed that 50% of Palestinian youth think that the responsibility of this division lies on the Palestinian parties and organizations. Whereas 24% think it lies on Fatah and Hamas, 12% think it lies  on Hamas only after the bloody events and internal bickering and the Gaza war. moreover 7%  of the respondents  think it strictly lies on Fatah. As for solutions, polls also showed that 48% of Palestinian youth see that the formation of a government of national unity is the solution. 22% of the random sample see the organization of legislative and presidential elections without the need to form a national coalition government is an option with practical ramifications, while 7-12% supported other views. 
It should be noted here that the overall youth trust in the Palestinian parties that are currently active in the Palestinian political scene decreased in 2011. 62% of them stated they don’t trust any political party  in the Palestinian context, while 52% expressed their lack of trust in these parties in 2010
. This trust issue is due to internal crisis among Palestinian organization occurring after the division. It's also due to the fact of not giving an effort toward ending the current division, neglecting youth causes in their social and political agendas and the general traditional leadership pattern and old infrastructure that acted as barriers in the appearance of new young leaders
. 

At the same time, youth trust in NGOs and civil society organizations working in the area of youth services has increased by almost 67%. The percentage of the youth vote for governmental organizations working in the same field, including ministry of youth affairs and sports, reached only 16%. Some saw these percentages normal and rational if we take into consideration that NGOs and civil organizations are the most likely to stand up for youth demands  and to protect their essential freedoms in the context of the governing authority in both Gaza and the West Bank. These activists noted that both Fatah and Hamas authorities are intruding the public space and violating basic human rights
. 
In order to step out of this dilemma, some political parties' leaders suggested the importance of adopting a series of specific steps to enhance their image to youth. Among these measures are: 1-joint efforts between youth and political parties to resolve mutual problems of leadership vacuum and building trust. 2-enhancing the direction of internal democracy in the existing parties and renewing their visions, programs and structures. 3- removing obstacles in the way of youth so that they could engage in the political leadership setup and give them a role in decision making processes. Many  youth activists in the field  mentioned the issue of leadership empowerment for them in the outlines of a political party in order to make a change. This is true because a large number of them consider Fatah and Hamas guilty of not sorting out division issues and holding them responsible for the continuity of division in all of its forms
. 

 Students movement  began raising slogan "the people want the end of division" through forming a "new national council" came as a form of Palestinian unity. Youth movement based their vision on electing a new national council on the basis of the  Palestinian prisoners' Document released in May of 2006. Palestinian youth welcomed the signing of a reconciliation agreement in Cairo and Doha with a promise of implying pressure on both parties to proceed in executing this reconciliation on the ground. Therefore, both parties became under rising pressures from the Palestinian public that was previously neglected due to this division. 

The youth movement got accelerated support in its efforts toward reconciliation from civil society groups and from other political parties especially the leftists
. Youth movement activists see that youth have regained their natural role in the initiation in public work with an aim to participate, along with the Palestinian society in constructing its destination.  Palestinian youth also feared strongly that the agreement signed in Cairo in 2011 will face the same fate as the other signed agreements due to the national Palestinian narrow partisan polarization condition
.
Reconciliation agreement does not mean that youth movement's role is over but instead the continuation of pressure on both leaderships is needed in order to translate this agreement to reality.  Field movement is the only guarantee of securing this agreement and it would be instrumental in applying its terms in reality regardless of the difficulties and obstacles it may face. This division has affected the Palestinian cause negatively and in unbearable terms, in addition to the decline in the  global support for the Palestinian cause. From here, we can say that youth movement's first step came in the form of persuading and even forcing both Fatah and Hamas leaders to initiate practical steps in negotiations. The second step would be implementation of an agreement on the ground immediately without further delay
.

 Many youth movements envisioned the bad repercussions of the political division and hence they  engaged in a number of activities to strengthen the bonds of Palestinian unity. The movements that were founded to end division include  March Youth, June 5th Youth, Gaza Youth for Change, and Nation Call Campaign that accomplished their first activity in March  2011. The Youth Coalition to end Division or May 15th Coalition that included under its umbrella: Student Secretary, youth unions, NGO network, Palestinian Youth Union Parliament and Advocate of Prisoners Advocate Organization have already pointed out its clear strategy of moving ahead in the direction of reconciliation
. Youth coalitions have had a number of field activities that fulfilled. Some are as follows: 

1-  Implementation of a series of events in West Bank and Gaza thus reflecting  honesty and complete dedication of youth involvement.

2-  Agreement to unite the efforts of all groups involved in working on reconciling  division in terms of strategies, visions and future action.

3- Announcement of the names of those involved in reconciling division and the names of those in support of fragmented politics.

4-  the Palestinian leadership, in West Bank and Gaza, declaring their support of youth movements which implicitly indicates a sort of surrendering to youth demand and pressures.

5-  May 15th  gained a special importance due to the substantial efforts it received from national figures, political leaders, union members and cultural and social icons.

6- extensive media coverage of all different events including field and street demonstration
. 

The overall flow of meetings held between youth parties, national action and peace leaders accelerated. There was a specific vision for encouraging  and promoting youth movement through a focus on the following areas:

1- peaceful public demonstrations that addressing crowds with an easy smooth dialogue rich with national unity content.

2- following a policy of self-control and avoiding confrontation with the occupation forces  in order to give the events and activities an atmosphere of peace as well as increasin the number of public individual involvement. This would certainly mean avoiding any pretext for the occupation forces to foil these peaceful gatherings by using lethal force.

3- the banning of  all partisan banners and flags in public  marches, with a focus instead on the Palestinian flag and national unity cheers and slogans..

     4-  To utilize street demonstrating and marching by holding well     organized press conferences and media outreach.
     5-assigning a special committee to manage these marches and resolve any conflicts that may occur during events among the different parties
.

     6-the importance of communication between both Palestinian sides in Gaza and West Bank to ensure coordination and cooperation of an orderly disciplined march.

At the same time, there were clear failures in the activities of youth movements in reconciling division. Some of these that need to be resolved include:

1- the absence of clear field leadership in youth movement has detrimental effect on the nature of the events and the amount of public entrustment.

2- the attempt of some political powers and parties in exploiting these movements to rise to and fulfill partisan needs through degrading the importance of these events.

3- the poor focus on media coverage which led to the appearance of many radio and media voices without unifying political discourse.

4- the excessive of individual selfish action at the expense of group coordination, resulting in lack of control over unity of demonstrations and streets' marches. 
5- the lack of preparation in terms of logistics thus resulting in northerly and chaotic atmosphere.

6- there are also some negative aspects on the actual meetings, such as  some youth groups' lack of  commitment of what was agreed upon and the lack of agreement among the same group on a certain view or opinion or strategy. furthermore, the continuance appearance of new youth groups; a fact which led to express slightly by colloquially . In addition, the lack of communication between the coordinators themselves due to the variance in points of views and the attempt of some to lead at the expense of others. finally, the feeling of constant competition and lack of trust between the different groups, thus negatively affecting the flow of work 
.

Youth lead public resistance:

Telephone and personal interviews conducted by the researchers with some of the Palestinian youth resistance activists across many sites in West Bank showed that in order to start a civil resistance against the occupation, the Palestinians must be able to develop  collective resistance on a national level. This resistance must take into consideration the surrounding conditions, including loyalty to national identity and social sol clarity among local Palestinian people under the occupation. There are numerous forms of resistance in the different areas of Palestine from Aneen, Altaiba and West Tora in Jenin, to Kofr Kadom, Jayous, Flamai, Habla, Azoon, Ezbet Tabeeb in Tulkarem and Qalqelia, to Niuleen and Bilueen, Bodrus in Ramallah, through Masara, Em Salmona, Alwaloja in Bethlehem, ending in Beit Ummer and Yata in Hebron. What made these sites famous is their resistance to occupation, their welcoming of numerous foreign supporters and their geographic proximity to places of political decision making. The involvement of senior political leaders in the events of these places, and the existence of persistent youth leaders encouraged  public and ordinary people to volunteering by taking part in these protest peaceful actions
.

Youths maintain momentum by showing effective field leadership between people, and by moving from one place to another, owning vision, strategy. They chose to be close to people, able to comprehend and deliver on peoples' demands and peoples' trust. This is along with possession of the ability of creativity and free thought especially in difficult  delicate and highly sensitive situations. They debated many options and many alternatives in connection with  decreasing the Palestinian reliability and dependency  on the occupation.  From their own personal and field experiences they use to diversify  their  substitutes and options  in  the constant confrontation with the occupation on the land. Some of these events where restricted in specific locations such as Balueen near Ramallah  due to institutionalization of resistance, through the formation of local committees that include the village's events
. 
This is what Abdul Allah Abu Rahma- coordinator of popular wall resistance campaign confirmed in one face to face interview. He stated that on the first day the Israeli bulldozers started ruining the land, the youth gathered and formed a popular committee that included all parties and organizations in the village and engaged in marches and demonstrations almost daily and weekly in the sites of wreckage. He further says that the resistant activists used other creative ways to confront the occupation, the separation wall and the settlers. Their work was characterized by a sense of group effort and a clear division of tasks like field activity, media responsibility and taking guard
. 
 In every march or demonstration, new creative ways are devised for the  field work in order to attract the attention of public opinion and media to what is occurring in the village due to occupation  confiscating policies. Abu Rahma spoke of new forms of peace resistance attempted by Palestinian youth in demonstrations of protesting the occupation wall. For instance, Palestinian protesters tied themselves to olive trees in sites of wreckage so that their bodies formed primary defense points. Also, they hung nooses on trees, and organized candle marches, weddings, music concerts and sports tournaments
.

Youth popular resistance in many locations has adopted hard work on a public bases as a strategy to encourage civil organizations, popular committees, local councils and youth, women and student unions to be part of  popular liberation quest. From this point, Belens popular resistance strategy held a variety of events and activities
. The most important of these were marches and demonstrations, as well as resorting to media and Israeli judiciary. In addition, popular resistance activists in Belen excelled in adopting many different other strategies including constant and continues clashes with the occupation, rejection of threats and blackmails, fighting back curfews and exposition of occupational misguidance and forgery. Belueen's experience was distinguished by formation of local committees  to enhance local community involvement, in the village resisting efforts against the occupation. From here, student committees in schools and universities, youth work committees, women committees, media and public relations committees, and legal committees ,made up of local and global Palestinian lawyers to pursue legal Palestinian cases in Israeli courts, were committees that were are formed
.     
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